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die every day from
an opioid overdose
(that includes prescription 
opioids and heroin).

205
AMERICANS



Opioid Overdose Deaths Increasing

- The Commonwealth Fund



Effects of COVID19 pandemic likely to 
worsen opioid misuse and opioid use disorder

Anxiety Loneliness Financial stress Decreased 
healthcare access



New Persistent Opioid Use
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Who is at Risk for Persistent Postoperative Opioid Use?

Chronic pain conditionsAnxiety

Substance use disorder

Tobacco use

Mood Disorders

Sleeping Problems

Remote Opioid Use
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This clinical practice guideline is:

ÅNOT a replacement for clinical judgment or individualized, 
person-centered care

ÅNOT intended to be applied as inflexible standards of care 

ÅNOT intended to lead to rapid tapering or abrupt 
discontinuation of opioids

ÅNOT intended to be a law, regulation, or policy that dictates 
clinical practice 

ÅNOT applicable to:

pain related to sickle cell disease

cancer-related pain

palliative care or end-of-life care

opioids prescribed for opioid use disorder.



Determining Whether or Not to Initiate Opioids for Pain 
(Recommendations 1 and 2)

ÅNonopioid therapies are at least as effective as opioids for many common types of acute pain. 

Clinicians should maximize use of nonpharmacologic and nonopioid pharmacologic therapies

Only consider opioid therapy for acute pain if benefits are anticipated to outweigh risks

Before prescribing opioid therapy for acute pain, clinicians should discuss with patients the  

realistic benefits and known risks

(Recommendation category: B; evidence type: 3)

ÅNonopioid therapies are preferred for subacute and chronic pain. 

Before starting opioid therapy for subacute or chronic pain, clinicians should discuss with patients the 
realistic benefits and known risks 

should work with patients to establish treatment goals for pain & function

should consider how opioid therapy will be discontinued if benefits do not outweigh risks

(Recommendation category: A; evidence type: 2)



Selecting Opioids and Determining Opioid Dosages 
(Recommendations 3, 4, and 5)

3. When starting opioid therapy for acute, subacute, or chronic pain, clinicians should prescribe 

immediate - release opioids 

(recommendation category: A; evidence type: 4).

4. When opioids are initiated for opioid -naïve patients with acute, subacute, or chronic pain, clinicians 

should prescribe the lowest effective dosage. 

carefully evaluate individual benefits and risks when considering increasing dosage, and should avoid  

increasing dosage above levels likely to yield diminishing returns in benefits relative to risks 

(Recommendation category: A; evidence type: 3).



Selecting Opioids and Determining Opioid 
Dosages (Recommendations 3, 4, and 5)

5. For patients already receiving opioid therapy:

If benefits outweigh risks of continued opioid therapy, clinicians should work closely with patients to 
optimize nonopioid therapies while continuing opioid therapy. 

If benefits do not outweigh risks of continued opioid therapy, clinicians should optimize other therapies 
and work closely with patients to gradually taper to lower dosages 

Unless there are indications of a life -threatening issue such as warning signs of impending overdose 
(e.g., confusion, sedation, or slurred speech), opioid therapy should not be discontinued abruptly 

(Recommendation category: B; evidence type: 4)



Inherited Patients 
Taking Opioids for 

Chronic Pain  
Considerations 
for Primary Care

NEJM 2/2022
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Deciding Duration of Initial Opioid Prescription & Conducting Follow-Up 
(Recommendations 6 and 7)

6. When opioids are needed for acute pain, clinicians should prescribe no greater quantity  

than needed for the expected duration of pain severe enough to require opioids 

(Recommendation category: A; evidence type: 4)

7. Clinicians should evaluate benefits and risks with patients within 1ς4 weeks of starting 

opioid therapy for subacute or chronic pain or of dosage escalation. 

Clinicians should regularly reevaluate benefits and risks of continued opioid therapy 

(Recommendation category: A; evidence type: 4).



Assessing Risk and Addressing Potential Harms of Opioid Use 
(Recommendations 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12)

8. Before starting and periodically during continuation of opioid therapy, 

clinicians should evaluate risk for opioid -related harms 

Clinicians should work with patients to incorporate strategies to mitigate risk, 

including offering Naloxone

(Recommendation category: A; evidence type: 4).

9. When prescribing initial opioid therapy for acute, subacute, or chronic pain, 

and periodically during opioid therapy for chronic pain, clinicians should 

review the patientɅs history of controlled substance prescriptions using state 

prescription drug monitoring program (PDMP) 

(Recommendation category: B; evidence type: 4).



Assessing Risk and Addressing Potential Harms of Opioid Use 
(Recommendations 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12)

10. When prescribing opioids for subacute or chronic pain, clinicians should consider the benefits 

and risks of toxicology testing 

(Recommendation category: B; evidence type: 4).

11. Clinicians should use particular caution when prescribing opioid pain medication 

and benzodiazepines and other central nervous system depressants    

(Recommendation category: B; evidence type: 3).

12. Clinicians should offer or arrange treatment with evidence -based medications to 

treat patients with opioid use disorder . 

Detoxification without medications for opioid use disorder, is not recommended for opioid use 

disorder because of increased risks for resuming drug use, overdose, and overdose death 

(Recommendation category: A; evidence type: 1)



February 21, 2023

By German Lopez

Good morning. The opioid crisis doesnôt need to be this bad. Itôs another 

example of Americaôs surprising resistance to effective treatments.

While medications like methadone and buprenorphine can sharply 
reduce deaths among opioid addiction patients, only about a quarter 
of people who could benefit from these treatments receive them.
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